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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act, MCL 15.263 ET SEQ., as amended to hold 
City Council meetings electronically:   
  

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Wednesday, 
November 11, 2020, opening at 7:38 p.m.  Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi 
     Absent:   None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Segal, to approve the City Council Agenda for November 11, 
2020, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Segal, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. October 8, 2020 Study Session minutes and October 21,2020 Regular Meeting minutes 
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12149-12152, DD4014-4063, EFT1484-1499, 

STUB 127-STUB 130; and A/P check #’s 51135-51191, EFT 2277-2289; ACH 2290-
2293; TOTALING: $275,224.18. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works, Police and City Attorney Reports for October 2020.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
       
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
Patrick Runk welcomed Jim and Sally to City Council and looks forward to working with them 
through the committee.  He thanked Lorenz and Cassar for being good stewards to the Parks and Rec 
committee.  He appreciates all their volunteering on the committee over the years.  He announced the 
upcoming Harvest Wine Tasting is canceled due to it being indoors and the rising number of COVID 
cases in Oakland County. The committee felt it was in the best interest of the city and residents to 
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cancel it.  He wished the weather could have been how it was last week, and they could have held it 
outside.  They are hoping to hold the annual tree lighting at the Community center on December 6th.  
Also that day is cookies with Santa.  They are still discussing how to handle this.  They may have to 
do something creative like they did with the Easter Bunny back in April.  He looks forward to seeing 
everyone in future events and thanked them for supporting the committee.   
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.   
 
He asked them to raise their hand using the icon at the bottom of the screen or *9 on the phone.  
There were 37 guests.   
        O-009-20 
Bud Krause congratulated the two new members.  He reviewed the discussion on marijuana from the 
last City Council meeting.  Krause clarified he wants his comments to be constructive, in a team-like 
fashion and doesn’t want to overrule others’ opinions.  He has respect for all of them and their 
opinions.  He noted it was stated last month that there is no increase of crime with marijuana 
establishments.  He did a lot of research himself.  There are some pretty interesting statistics that 
crime does decrease with these facilities. However, the majority of the reduction is because once 
marijuana is legalized, there is almost a 100% drop in marijuana arrests. The numbers are skewed by 
that statistic.  Other than crime, there are a number of other factors involved with opening a 
marijuana facility.   Car crashes were up 6% in the States of Nevada, Colorado, Oregon, and 
Washington who have legalized marijuana.  With Colorado having the largest increase of 14% than 
the surrounding States without marijuana.  Research found you are 65% more likely to cause a fatal 
crash accident while under the influence of marijuana.  He acknowledged that is less than alcohol, but 
he cautioned against that comparison.  Alcohol is already legal, and this added to alcohol.  When 
using alcohol, the risk of you causing an accident is 740%; when using alcohol and marijuana, it is 
840%.  They need to look at all of the information and understand it all.   Clarke informed Krause his 
three minutes were up and asked him to email City Council the information.   Krause asked if he 
could close up.  He asked Salemi if he could provide where it shows property values increase with 
this type of business.  He couldn’t find anything.  He found opposing data only.  Lastly, he stated 
there is no bias if you disagree or want more research. 
        E-004-20 
Kerri Grubner stated the Election process was a lot different this year due to COVID.  She stated 
when she voted her ballot in the booth, it had a sharpie marker to use.  She didn’t recall using these 
sharpie markers before.  She wondered if any of the ballots had bleed-through with using the 
sharpies.  Also, there were squares to fill in candidates you were voting for.  She didn’t recall the 
square in prior elections and wondered why this was.  Clerk Dryden stated the marking pens used 
were specific markers for the ballots, not sharpies.  There was no bleed-through, and the squares on 
the ballot were changed around four years ago when we purchased new equipment.  Grubner asked 
what the process was from the time they put their ballot through the machine to the time they are 
counted at the County.  Dryden explained your ballot is counted when fed through the tabulator.  It is 
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held in the tabulator until every voter who is in line at 8 p.m. has put their ballot through the 
tabulator.  The election inspectors then close the polls, and results are printed and electronically 
submitted to the County.   
 
Danielle Kurajian hopes the new City Council and new Mayor will take new Council members into 
consideration for Planning Commission committee.   
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Matin stated it’s very nice to see everybody, even if it is virtual.  It has been a very interesting and 
difficult several weeks up to the Election.  We at City Hall are very happy it is over, and we can 
begin to get back to normal.  Unfortunately, there is still animosity in the air, and he hopes it 
evaporates soon.  We need to get back to getting things done and having a good time.  We need to 
concentrate on the what and not the who or why.  As he mentioned at the last meeting, this Election 
was very different with the amount of absentee ballot applications received and a record number of 
ballots sent out and returned.  That absentee ballot process creates a tremendous workload at City 
Hall.  We had a total of  1329 voters.  539 at the polls, and 790 were Absentee.  It was about 85% 
turnout, which is less than expected.  For comparison, at the 2016 presidential election, we had 793  
voters at the polls and 384 absentee ballots.  Once again, a big thank you to Dennise and staff and all 
of the election workers that worked the polls and absentee counting board.  The Election process was 
very smooth successful.  Congratulations to Sally Segal and Jim Cowper on your successful election 
run.  He looks forward to working with them both for the next four years.  His hope is City Council 
can work together as a team, and we can all get back to the positive atmosphere we had not too long 
ago in the city.     
 
Leaf collection.  It’s always the topic of conversation at this time of year.   He stated the same things 
he has for the past few years.  The collection process is always slow.  Even when the city did it 
ourselves, we were never fast enough.  When we were collecting leaves, we had two vacuums and 
three people on each vacuum and still couldn’t keep up to the satisfaction of most.  The overall goal 
is to get the leaves collected by the end of the season.  Often the problem is the weather.  If we have 
really nice weather like we have this past weekend and week, everybody gets their leaves out to the 
street and we are inundated.  If the weather turns bad and we get cold or snow, then we are really in 
trouble. Another issue is people that hire a service to clean up their yard.  They obviously wait as 
long as they can so they can get the most leaves in one trip, but that makes huge piles in the street.  
We had recommended people rake more often to alleviate that issue, but it hasn’t worked because of 
weather and time.  Don’t think that leaf collection complaints are unique to Sylvan Lake.  When 
Martin would talk about leaf collection with other municipalities during conferences and workshops, 
all of the communities experienced similar frustrations.  He shared that he remembered  after picking 
up leaves on a street, we would be turning the corner and see residents come out and rake leaves to 
the edge of the street right after we went by.  
 
 However, we cannot have the leaves taking up the roadway.  The guidelines state placing the leaves 
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on the edge of the street, not in the street, and not in the ditch.  For safety reasons they can’t be in the 
street.  If they are too far off the street, the hose on the leaf vacuum won’t reach.   I know this doesn’t 
fix the leaves getting picked up, but hopefully gives a little more insight.  
  
ZBA’s – We have two ZBA hearings scheduled for next Tuesday, November 17, so Martin will be 
working on getting that information to the Zoning Board this week.  One is for a proposed new home 
near the end of Pontiac Drive, and the other is for a fence on James K.    
 
Neighbors - For the most part, neighbors are neighborly, helping each other, and more.  
Unfortunately, there are some that just don’t get along, and some try to use City Hall to negatively 
impact their neighbor.  Martin hopes people will be able to get along and he’s sure COVID plays into 
that.  
 
COVID still has a grip on the world and activities.  Unfortunately, Parks and Rec had to cancel the 
annual harvest wine tasting event for safety reasons.  They are still contemplating what to do with the 
upcoming holiday events.  COVID weighs heavily on friends and families as we decide what to do 
with holiday gatherings.  It has been creating a very angry and divisive atmosphere for months.  With 
cold weather and holidays coming, the lack of contact, interaction, and entertaining activities will 
only exacerbate those feelings.  He wishes the very best for all during the coming months dealing 
with those issues.  If you are lonely or depressed, please call somebody.  
 
Again, in closing, congratulations to Sally and Jim on the Election, and thank you to the other four 
candidates that expressed their willingness to serve and took the time to run.  He reminded Council 
that he shared how he felt about politics during the last meeting.   He thanked Luke Cassar for his 
time on City Council.  He was always a great advocate for the city.  In addition to his work during 
meetings, he was a behind the scenes worker.  He worked hard helping gather information on many 
projects, including the seawall, streets, buildings, mailbox racks etc.  Martin has known Luke for 
many years but didn’t know him well until he was on City Council.   Aron Lorenz was on City 
Council for 16 years.  Martin said he wouldn’t go over all of the things that he worked on.  Lorenz 
too was a great advocate for the City of Sylvan Lake.  He always wanted what was best for the entire 
city.   Martin admitted it took him a couple of years to figure out how he worked.  Aron would very 
often make comments or ask questions that were unpopular.  He didn’t make those statements 
because he necessarily agreed with them; he did it to provoke conversation and to find out what 
people really thought about a topic.  Like Luke, he did a lot of work behind the scenes.  He was 
always coming up with questions and ideas of how to make Sylvan Lake better.  As an example, he 
was the one that suggested the millage proposal to help keep the city the way residents expect. Martin 
and Lorenz didn’t’ always agree, and that created some interesting long conversations, but the goal 
was always about the city.  Spending 16 years working with somebody, you also become friends, as 
Martin has with all of the Council members he has worked with.     So Aron  and Luke will be 
missed, but change is inevitable, and we must embrace it and move forward. All of the City Council 
members that are here replaced somebody.  We keep growing and making our lives, and the lives of 
all Sylvan Lake residents better.  He is looking forward to making new friendships.    
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CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Salemi thanked all the Veterans who have served, especially his father.  He welcomed the new 
members to council and congratulated them on their win.  He thanked Lorenz and Cassar for their 
years of service on the City Council.  They did a great job and were invaluable to the city, and it was 
an honor to serve with them.  Salemi asked Martin if he could provide an update on the Telegraph 
project.  Martin stated he has been talking with MDOT on whether a sidewalk will be required and if 
we can install a berm.  The sidewalk really wouldn’t go anywhere, ending at Clinton River.  He has 
asked them to meet with him at the site.  He explained trees didn’t go in this fall because the berm is 
a hinge for the fence and trees and where they will go.   
        
Cowper congratulated Clarke on being the Mayor.  He thanked Dryden for the city Council packet 
and for the work on the Election.  He thanked Patrick Runk for his Parks & Rec committee work and 
looks forward to meeting him.  Cowper thanked Graham Cousens and Phil Ross for running for City 
Council, and he thanked Lorenz and Cassar for their hard work on City Council. He is sure that is 
understated.  He thanked Bud, Danielle, and Kerri for speaking up tonight and urged everyone to 
participate and be involved.  He can only listen and speak up when residents speak up.  Cowper 
thanked Salemi for bringing up the Telegraph project. He feels a berm will be wonderful.  He thanked 
Martin for bringing up the Master Plan and urged everyone to get involved.  Read the Master Plan 
and watch the videos of discussions from prior meetings.  Last he thanked the Veterans, active and 
those who have served.   
 
Zubrzycki congratulated Cowper and Segal on their winning the Election.  He looks forward to 
working with them.  He congratulated Clarke and Segal on being elected Mayor and Mayor Pro-Tem.  
He heard during the Election the need for change.  So he hopes this is a step in this direction.  He 
thanked everyone who ran.  Zubrzycki thanked Lorenz and Cassar.  Lorenz did their due diligence 
and did the homework, which is behind the scenes.  Lorenz brought a lot of thoughtful and good 
information, which made it great to serve with him.  He thanked Cassar for his behind-the-scenes 
work and asked that they continue their good work for city.  He expressed he was happy to see the 
millage passed.  He assured everyone City Council would manage the money and be fiscally 
responsible.  He thanked all the veterans and families.  Anything we can do to help with mental 
health we need to do. 
 
Segal acknowledged she is honored to be here and expressed her gratitude to all the Veterans who 
have served our Country.  She thanked all the audience for their endurance throughout the election 
cycle. Now the work begins.  Segal would like to table the appointment of a City Council member to 
the Planning Commission so the new members can get a better understanding, and they all can 
discuss this more.   
 
Clarke congratulated Cowper and Segal for running an awesome campaign. The support of the 
community was clear.  He thanked Lorenz and Cassar for their work on City Council and 
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acknowledged he learned so much from them.  It is not a loss, just a change.  Clarke thanked the 
veterans and their families.  He thanked Sylvan Lake residents for passing the millage.  Clarke shared 
the Parks and Rec Haunted Trail was better than the prior year.  He thanked Parks and Rec for the 
awesome job.  He also felt trick-or-treating went well.  There were a lot of creative ideas in handing 
out candy.  He thanked everyone for moving out to the end of their driveways to hand out candy.  
Clarke thanked the council for electing him as Mayor.  He acknowledged he will do his best. Clarke 
encouraged everyone to attend the tree lighting ceremony.  It will outdoors, and they can all social 
distance themselves.  More than ever it is important to see each other, and speaking face to face, even 
from a distance.  This is what will unite us.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        

A.  Trash Collection Contract Extension with GFL   CA-008-20 
         
Martin reviewed last month, they started discussing the extension with GFL.  At the last meeting, 
there was a discussion on a little dissatisfaction with the trash collection and then great dissatisfaction 
with leaf collection.  They discussed separating it from GFL, which they can do.  We provided for the 
council some comparisons of what neighboring communities are paying for collection with GFL and 
some other carriers.  He still feels the trash collection with GFL is an excellent deal.  He would 
recommend the extension with the leaf collection, and then if they want to discuss options for the 
leaves, we have months to do that.   
 
Zubrzycki thanked Martin for providing the comparisons from other communities.  In looking at the 
numbers, he feels Sylvan Lake is getting a good deal.   
 
Salemi also thanked Martin for the information.  Sylvan Lake is on the lower 50% of the cost and 
getting a good price.  However, every year the leaf collection is the same.  He understands from the 
contract with GFL they can save $4 per household if they stop the leaf collection.  He did look at 
other cities to see how they handle leaf collection.  Some do it themselves and charge per household.  
He feels you get what you pay for.  He acknowledged he is willing to pay more for better leaf 
collection.  He would like to look at some other alternatives. He would like to listen to the residents 
to see if they are open to this.    
 
Zubrzycki looked into it too.   There were communities where residents call their own haulers but 
found having multi haulers created a bigger problem.   
 
Cowper agrees with Zubrzycki.  He added GFL can’t buy more trucks or get more staff.  There are 
limitations with it all.  He feels GFL does a good with the trash and knows the leaves are a huge 
challenge when the weather is nice, and everyone rakes them out.  He agrees they should look at it.   
 
Clarke asked Martin about having GFL come to the December meeting.  Martin stated he can still 
have them come to discuss leaves and see what they can come up with if anything.  Clarke feels the 
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city does get more service for less money than other communities.  What he is hearing is they may 
need to consider some supplemental leaf collection.   
 
Mayor Clarke asked for public comment.  There were none.   
 
 Moved by Cowper, seconded Segal, to accept GFL’s 3-year extension to 2024 and look at 
other options in the months to come for leaf collection for next fall.   
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
B.  City Council Appointment to Planning Commission  A2-008-20 

     
Mayor Clarke appointed himself as City Council representative to Planning Commission for a two-
year term.  He has experience with the Whitfield Property, he ability to listen and be judicious.  
 
Cowper appreciates Clarke’s exuberance, but feels the voters wanted a change and to do something 
different.  Perhaps Clarke should consider his new role as Mayor and allow another councilmember 
to sit on the Planning Commission.  This would also give him an opportunity to grow into his role as 
Mayor of the City.  Zubrzycki thanked Cowper for his comments.  He understands residents want 
change.  He stated he knows there are two seats open on Planning Commission and possibly a third 
one.  The appointment from City Council is only one seat on Planning Commission.  He has no issue 
with Clarke sitting.   
 
Segal said to approach this appointment in a hurried fashion doesn’t do a service to the city, or the 
cohesion of the council.  She asked to table the appointment for the next meeting.   
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.   
 
Midge Davidson feels the City Council rep is a liaison and one of the most key roles that they 
appoint.  Her opinion is they should have someone who represented the drive to block the apartments 
to be the liaison to the council.  She would hope they would allow Cowper to be appointed. 
 
Sam Gun supports Davidson’s comments.  He also feels it should be tabled to consider and to look 
for someone better suited between the two, Council and Planning Commission.   
 
Bud Krause agreed it should be tabled.  They need to discuss other seats opening too.  It will give city 
government a chance to consider what the makeup of what the Planning Commission will be in its 
entirety.   
 
Mary Lewis also feels it should be tabled.   
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Kerri Grubner agreed with Segal and Davidson.  She asked Clarke to not to take this personally, but 
last year he seemed to be on the side of those in favor of Whitfield apartments.  She feels Segal and 
Cowper got elected because of this, and one of them should be appointed.   
 
Clarke stated ultimately, he supported the C-2 zoning.  There was never any SPAR proposal he was 
against or that he was for multi-family.  He reminded everyone that one of the most important things 
they are supposed to do is make counterpoints and arguments and represent both sides.  We need to 
have those discussions.  The only way residents know what he is thinking is through a vote.  He 
asked that all residents reflect and that and what it means.  He doesn’t recall this appointment ever 
going beyond this meeting.  He would like to earn their trust with example and experience.   
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to confirm Mayor Clarke’s appointment of himself to 
the Planning Commission as City Council representative with a term to expire November 2022. 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to table this appointment to next month. 
 
 Yes:  Cowper, Segal 
 No:   Clarke, Salemi, Zubrzycki 
        MOTION FAILS 
 
Roll Call for Mayor Clarke’s appointment to Planning Commission: 

 
 Yes:  Salemi, Zubrzycki, Clarke 
 No:   Segal, Cowper 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom, and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 
 

  
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Salemi, seconded Cowper, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
 



City of Sylvan Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 

October 21, 2020 
 

 9 
 

                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


